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HIV Vaccine Awareness Day: Real People. Real Progress.
[Local organization's name] to Lead Local Efforts 

May 18th is HIV Vaccine Awareness Day.  It is a day to educate Americans about the need for a vaccine to prevent HIV.  This year’s theme is “Real People. Real Progress.”  We would like to take this opportunity to acknowledge the contribution of thousands of study volunteers, scientists and health professionals committed to finding a safe and effective vaccine.  With the help of these people behind the science, much progress has been made toward developing a safe and effective preventive HIV vaccine.  Currently, there are over 20 promising HIV vaccine candidates in various stages of testing.  Yet, there is still no vaccine.  We are all in this together.  All Americans, especially at-risk populations, such as communities of color and those who are sexually active, need to learn more about HIV vaccine research and be a part of making an HIV vaccine a reality.

For the second year in a row, the day will be commemorated with a twist on a familiar symbol of AIDS awareness.  Organizers are asking people to show support for HIV vaccine research by wearing a red AIDS ribbon upside down on HIV Vaccine Awareness Day.  The upside-down AIDS ribbon forms a “V”, signifying “vaccines,” the vision of a world without AIDS and symbolizes the urgent need to stop the spread of HIV/AIDS now.  By wearing it, individuals can express their personal support for HIV research and everyone involved in it. 

“This year we are celebrating the real people and the real progress of HIV Vaccine Research by wearing upside-down red AIDS ribbons on May 18th.  It gives individuals an opportunity to be a voice for the importance of HIV vaccine research,” said [LOCAL ORGANIZER].  
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Local Events for HIV Vaccine Awareness Day

“More vaccine candidates than ever before are being tested.  It is important to know that HIV vaccines do not contain HIV, and therefore, cannot cause HIV infection,” said [LOCAL ORGANIZER].  “Public understanding and support is essential in efforts to break down stigma and myths about HIV vaccine research.”
Local outreach efforts, led by [local organization’s name], will include [list two or three major activities].  

· A local health fair on XXXX, XX from 9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. at XXX. 

· A guest appearance on “Good Day XXX,” at X a.m. on ABC radio station 98.X AM

“HIV Vaccine Awareness Day serves as a focal point for us to inform others about the need and importance of vaccines to prevent HIV infection,” said [local organizer]. 

HIV Vaccine Awareness Day activities will be held throughout the United States, providing an opportunity for Americans to learn about the hope, promise and progress of HIV vaccine research.  [LOCAL ORGANIZATION] joins [LISTING OF OTHER ORGANIZATIONS] to participate in the national day of recognition and public awareness. 

For more information on HIV Vaccine Awareness Day or HIV vaccine research visit www.aidsinfo.nih.gov, www.vrc.nih.gov or www.hvtn.org or call 1-800-HIV-0440 for a free brochure (available in English and Spanish).
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